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Stollen Moments – Yitro – February 3, 2024 

 

PARASHA SUMMARY FROM WWW. REFORMJUDAISM.ORG 

• Yitro brings his daughter Zipporah and her two sons, Gershom and Eliezer, to his son-in-law Moses. 

(18:1-12) 

• Moses follows Yitro's advice and appoints judges to help him lead the people. (18:13-27) 

• The Children of Israel camp in front of Mount Sinai. Upon hearing the covenant, the Israelites 

respond, "All that God has spoken we will do." (19:1-8) 

• After three days of preparation, the Israelites encounter God at Mount Sinai. (19:9-25) 

• God gives the Ten Commandments aloud directly to the people. (20:1-14) 

• Frightened, the Children of Israel ask Moses to serve as an intermediary between God and them. 

Moses tells the people not to be afraid. (20:15-18) 

 

Exodus Chapter 20 

1 God spoke all these words, saying: 2 I the Lord am your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 

the house of bondage: 3 You shall have no other gods besides Me. 

4 You shall not make for yourself a sculptured image, or any likeness of what is in the heavens above, or on 

the earth below, or in the waters under the earth. 5 You shall not bow down to them or serve them. For I the 

Lord your God am an impassioned God, visiting the guilt of the parents upon the children, upon the third and 

upon the fourth generations of those who reject Me, 6 but showing kindness to the thousandth generation of 

those who love Me and keep My commandments.  

7 You shall not swear falsely by the name of the Lord your God; for the Lord will not clear one who swears 

falsely by His name. 8 Remember the sabbath day and keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your 

work, 10 but the seventh day is a sabbath of the Lord your God: you shall not do any work — you, your son 

or daughter, your male or female slave, or your cattle, or the stranger who is within your settlements. 11 For 

in six days the Lord made heaven and earth and sea, and all that is in them, and He rested on the seventh day; 

therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and hallowed it. 

12 Honor your father and your mother, that you may long endure on the land that the Lord your God is 

assigning to you. 13 You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal.You shall not 

bear false witness against your neighbor. 14 You shall not covet your neighbor’s house: you shall not covet 

your neighbor’s wife, or his male or female slave, or his ox or his ass, or anything that is your neighbor’s. 

15 All the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the blare of the horn and the mountain smoking; and 

when the people saw it, they fell back and stood at a distance. 16 “You speak to us,” they said to Moses, “and 

we will obey; but let not God speak to us, lest we die.” 17 Moses answered the people, “Be not afraid; for 

God has come only in order to test you, and in order that the fear of Him may be ever with you, so that you 

do not go astray.” 18 So the people remained at a distance, while Moses approached the thick cloud where 

God was. 
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Berakhot 5a:3 

And Rabbi Levi bar Ḥama said that Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish said: God said to Moses, “Ascend to 
me on the mountain and be there, and I will give you the stone tablets and the Torah and the 
mitzvah that I have written that you may teach them” (Exodus 24:12), meaning that God revealed 
to Moses not only the Written Torah, but all of Torah, as it would be transmitted through the 
generations. The “tablets” are the ten commandments that were written on the tablets of the 
Covenant… 

 

Jewish Division of the Big Ten 

1. I am the Eternal Your God. 
2. You shall have no other gods before Me. 
3. You shall not take the name of God in vain. 
4. Remember the Shabbat to keep it holy. 
5. Honor your father and mother. 

6. You shall not murder. 
7. You shall not commit adultery. 
8. You shall not steal. 
9. You shall not bear false witness. 
10. You shall not covet. 

 

All Commandments in Exodus 20 

1. You shall have no other gods before me. 
2. You shall not make for yourself a graven image... 
3. You shall not bow down to them or serve them... 
4. You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain...  
5. Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
6. Six days you shall labor... 
7. In it [the seventh day] you shall not do any work... 
8. Honor your father and your mother... 
9. You shall not kill. 
10. You shall not commit adultery. 
11. You shall not steal. 
12. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
13. You shall not covet your neighbor's house 
14. You shall not covet your neighbor's wife... 


