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ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA 
JUNE 20, 2025 

  
 

I. Call to Order 

II. Minutes from 2024 Annual Meeting 

III. President’s Report 

IV. Treasurer’s Report 

V. Nominating Committee Report and Election of Board Members 

VI. Board Election of Officers 

VII. Installation and Blessings 

VIII. Adjournment 
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TEMPLE ISRAEL BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
  

2024-2025 TEMPLE ISRAEL OFFICERS 
  

President: Barbara Spera 

 Treasurer: Shelley Jurkiewicz 

Secretary: Judy Tenenbaum 

Immediate Past President: John Spera 

  

 2023-2024 TEMPLE ISRAEL BOARD MEMBERS 
  

Courtney Johnson-Benson 
Debbie Guilliams 

Todd Kotler (Brotherhood) 
Leanne Lehn (Sisterhood) 

Mary Jo Lockshin 
Dr. Alan Meshekow 

Anita Porter 
David Roberts 
Susan Shafer 

Suzanne Stieglitz 
David Whitehill

   

HONORARY LIFETIME TRUSTEES 
  

Mark Atleson 
Dr. Ron Gelb 

Martin Jacobson 
  
 

IN MEMORIAM 
  

Through the years, Temple Israel has honored those special individuals who have made 
the congregation their life and have contributed above and beyond the norm to the well-
being and growth of Temple Israel. The congregation has seen fit to enroll them in our 
annals as Honorary Trustees for life. Herein, we record the names of those Honorary 
Trustees who have finished their earthly service. May their memories be a perpetual 
blessing. 
  

Harry Berger 

Ernest Cohen 

Ben Dreyer 

Blanche Feiman 

Dr. Edward Feiman 

Robert I. Friedman 

Lillian Goodman 

Harry Greenberger 

Beverly Gross 

Eldy S. Gross, Jr. 

Louis Hoicowitz 

Daniel Jonas 

Lee Karelitz 

William Lavin 

Sandford S. Lazarus 

David Livingston, Sr. 

Martha Lottman 

Milton Lottman 

Edith Marks 

Harry Mestel 

Dan Reines 

Sid Savage 

Robert Schwartz 

Alan Singer 

Donald Stein 
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MINUTES OF 2024 ANNUAL MEETING 
JUNE 23, 2024 

 
  
Present: Sue Shafer, Mary Jo Lockshin, Stanlee Rosenblatt, John Spera, Barb Spera, Courtney 
Benson-Johnson, Anita Porter, Judy Tenenbaum, Mark Taylor, Suzie Stieglitz, Mark Atleson 
 
Absent: David Whitehill, Todd Kotler 
 
Lifetime Trustee: Mark Atleson 
 
Staff: David Komerofsky, Julie Zorn 
 
Meeting called the 139th Annual Meeting of Temple Israel order by John Spera at 11:02 am;  
John confirmed the quorum had been met. 
 
John Spera thanked the outgoing Board members and Rabbi Komerofsky.    
 
Stanlee Rosenblatt made a motion to accept the minutes from the 2023 Annual Meeting; second 
by Eileen Saltarelli; minutes accepted. 
 
Treasurer’s report – no additions or changes to the report as submitted in the annual report 
document. 
 
Mark Taylor made a motion to accept the report; second by Sue Shafer; report accepted. 
 
Nominating Committee report presented by Sue Shafer.  Sue presented a motion that Barb 
Spera, David Roberts, Debbie Guilliams and Alan Meshekow be nominated to their first three 
year term to the Board; second by Rabbi Spitzer; appointments accepted. 
 
The newly approved Board of Trustees meet briefly to determine officers for the 2024-25 term.  
Barb Spera was elected president, Judy Tenenbaum secretary and Shelley Jurkiewicz 
treasurer. 
 
Rabbi Komerofsky thanked the retiring Board members (Shelley Schweitzer, Stanlee Rosenblatt 
and Mark Taylor) as well as outgoing President John Spera. 
 
Rabbi Komerofsky blessed the Board members. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:33 am. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Submitted by Barbara Spera, Temple Israel President 

 
Welcome to Temple Israel’s 140th Annual Meeting. 

This is more than a look back at what we’ve accomplished—it’s a celebration of who we are and 

a reaffirmation of where we’re going. We are here because Temple Israel is not just a building, 

not just a congregation—it is a sacred community rooted in tradition, fueled by purpose, and 

reaching toward the future with hope and determination. 

Temple Israel is strong because of the soul of our spiritual leadership. 

Rabbi David Komerofsky and Rabbi Emeritus John Spitzer, you don’t just lead us—you lift us. 

Through your wisdom, your presence, and your unwavering commitment to our spiritual lives, 

you remind us that Judaism is not only something we practice—it’s something we live. You are 

our teachers, our comforters, our anchors, and our inspiration. You help us see the holiness in 

everyday life. For all you give—thank you. 

We are strong because we invest in the future—through education. 

This year marked a new chapter for Chadash. While still serving families from across the 

Canton Jewish community, the school is now fully under Temple Israel’s care. That transition is 

more than administrative—it’s symbolic of our deep commitment to nurturing Jewish life from the 

very beginning. 

To our educators—Bobi Berringer, Linda Poole, Hannah Roberts, Ariel Koppel, Rabbi Spitzer, 

and Rabbi Komerofsky—thank you for teaching not just Hebrew or holidays, but identity, pride, 

and belonging. 

To Chris Berringer and Des Koppel, thank you for weaving music into our children’s spiritual 

journey. And as we welcome Bobi Berringer as Chadash Coordinator, we look ahead with great 

excitement. The next generation is in good hands. 

We are strong because of the quiet heroes behind the scenes. 

Our administrative staff—Debbie Spetich, Patti Greene, and Kyle Arce—keep our temple 

running with professionalism, care, and relentless dedication. You do the work that’s often 

invisible but always essential. Because of you, Temple Israel operates with integrity and grace. 

We are stronger because of your commitment. 

We are strong because of lay leaders who lead with heart and vision. 

To my Executive Committee—Shelley Jurkiewicz, Judy Tenenbaum, and John Spera—you 

model what leadership should be: thoughtful, responsible, and always centered on the good of 

our community. 

To our Board of Trustees: your willingness to engage with complexity and challenge, always in 

service of our shared mission, is a true act of stewardship. You are not just managing an 

institution—you are shaping a legacy. 
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And above all, Temple Israel is strong because of you—our congregation.   

You are the spirit of this place. Whether you’ve called Temple home for generations or just 

recently found your place here, you matter. Every time you show up, every moment you give, 

every dollar you contribute, every conversation you spark—you are building Jewish life in this 

place. 

You bring this temple to life when you volunteer, sing, pray, learn, give, and check in on one 

another. You bring our values to life when you support social action, care for the vulnerable, or 

simply sit beside someone who needs comfort. You are the reason Temple Israel has a future. 

But strength alone is not our goal. Endurance is. Impact is. Legacy is. 

We have what we need to thrive: vision, leadership, heart, and community. What comes next is 

up to us. Together, we can make sure that this sacred community continues to shine—not just 

today, but for generations. A place where future children will sing the same melodies. Where 

future rabbis will stand. Where future families will find belonging, meaning, and home. 

Thank you for placing your trust in me. 

I am honored to serve this extraordinary community, and I am filled with hope for what we will 

continue to build together. 

I leave you with the words of Pirkei Avot: 

“You are not obligated to complete the work, but neither are you free to desist from it.” 

Let us continue this sacred work—with faith, with heart, and with one another—so that Temple 

Israel may endure and thrive for generations to come. 

Thank you—and may we go from strength to strength. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
Submitted by Shelley Jurkiewicz, Temple Israel Treasurer 

 
The 2025 budget, which runs January 1 – December 31, 2025, was the result of weeks of review 
and recommendations for modification by members of the Temple Israel Finance Committee and 
Temple Israel Board.  Through the end of the first fiscal quarter, $67,788 in annual commitments 
have been received representing 44% of the expected funds.  Donations received in the first 
quarter total $7612 with 75% of those funds being designated to the Rabbi’s Discretionary 
Account and Rabbi Spitzer’s Social Justice Fund; an additional, very generous donation of $3700 
was given to Temple Israel by the Dan Reines and Clarice Reines Charitable Fund.  At the end 
of the first quarter, the fair market value of the Temple Israel Endowments (total) was $5,730, 855, 
an increase $35,169 from December 31, 2024.  
 
Also of note, the Temple Israel Board voted to increase social action spending by $650 over the 
original budget adding additional $150 to the garden category and adding a line item, $500, for 
Stark Pride. Five summer camp scholarships were awarded for this season.  Several donations 
were received specifically to support the Habitat for Humanity Faith Build project totaling $2736 
of the $5000 needed to support this project. Rabbi Spitzer generously contributed the reminder 
from the Spitzer Social Justice Fund. 
 
Temple Israel has been notified by the Jewish Community LLC that bookkeeping services will no 
longer be a part of the facility rent, ending December 31, 2025. In response, the Temple Israel 
Finance Committee has begun work to consider next steps to ensure efficient and effective 
financial reporting going forward.  
 
Special thanks goes out to the members of the Temple Israel Finance Committee, David Roberts, 
Mary Jo Lockshin, Suzanne Stieglitz and Barb Spera.   This committee has each quarter in the 
last year.  The Committee’s work has included a meeting with the Key Bank Investment team who 
manage the Temple Israel endowments, previewing the budget and making recommendations for 
modifications, and recommending updated policies to improve internal controls and transparency. 
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BUDGET PRESENTATION 
 
A budget reflects an organization’s values. This budget aims to align our income and expense 
with reasonable expectations of what is needed to achieve our mission within our means. 
 
Income 
 
There are presently three sources of income: annual commitments (dues), endowments and 
Chadash.  
 
Annual Commitments 

- “Dues” are annual commitments that members make to support Temple operations. 

Endowments 
- These are funds that are both restricted and unrestricted. Current Temple policy is that the 

Board may use up to 4.75% of the value of invested assets in any one year toward the 

stated purpose of the funds and for the general benefit of Temple Israel. 

Chadash 
- Tuition for Sunday school and Hebrew school 

- Sisterhood and Brotherhood support 

- Federation support 
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Expenses 
 
Temple’s operating budget includes five categories: Temple program, education, community 
program, administration and occupancy. Each budget line falls into one or several categories. A 
percentage of expenses related to rent for the facility, staffing, the rabbi, Union for Reform 
Judaism affiliation, office operations and bookkeeping are split between all categories. 
 
Temple Program (House of Prayer) 

- Worship services and life cycle events 

- Shabbat and holiday programming and music 

Education (House of Study) 
- Chadash 

- Adult education 

Community Program (House of Gathering) 
- Social action and social justice programming and sponsorships 

- Temple programming that is open to the wider community 

Administration 
- A significant percentage of the costs associated with staffing our operations 

Occupancy 
- A significant percentage of the costs associated with rent for the facility 
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Additional Information 
 
Since our last annual meeting, we have implemented the following changes to ensure that 
Temple Israel is fiscally responsible and manages your resources effectively: 

• Thoroughly reviewed all income and expense categories for relevance and accuracy, 

consolidating, eliminating and creating as necessary 

• Re-established the Finance Committee 

• Re-established the Annual Commitments Committee 

• Strengthened internal controls for bookkeeping 

• The Board has passed policies and procedures for financial matters 
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RABBI’S REPORT 
Submitted by Rabbi David Komerofsky 

 
This past year at Temple Israel has demonstrated the enduring vitality of the congregation as a 
House of Prayer (Beit T’fillah). Weekly Shabbat services, High Holy Day observances, life cycle 
rituals, and community commemorations provided a steady rhythm of sacred time. With consistent 
in-person and virtual attendance, the prayer space remained a spiritual anchor, welcoming long-
time members and newcomers alike. Kid-dish Shabbat brought families with young children into 
regular ritual life, while ongoing pastoral care and memorial services extended prayer into hospital 
rooms, care facilities, cemeteries, and the homes of the bereaved. Through creative and inclusive 
liturgy, Temple Israel has continued to sanctify moments of both personal and communal 
transition. 
 
As a House of Gathering (Beit Knesset), the congregation has flourished as a center of communal 
connection, relationship building, and shared purpose. From social events and intergenerational 
programs to interfaith collaborations and prison outreach, the synagogue has been a hub of civic 
and spiritual engagement. Initiatives like Thanksgiving Baskets, the Western Galilee Partnership 
Shabbat, and the Roots/Shorashim/Judur encounter exemplify how the community comes 
together not only to support one another but to be a force for dialogue, justice, and mutual 
understanding. Confirmation students and B’nai Mitzvah families gathered regularly, and new 
adult learners entered communal life through the conversion process, weaving diverse individuals 
into the fabric of Temple Israel. Our reach beyond our physical space and Jewish community into 
the wider spheres of social action ensure that we remain true to our mission. 
 
Temple Israel also thrived as a House of Study (Beit Sefer), offering Jewish learning that is both 
rooted in tradition and responsive to contemporary questions. With ongoing adult education, 
Chadash, confirmation, leadership training, and Introduction to Judaism, learning has remained 
central to congregational life. My own doctoral research on Jews by birth and Jews by choice in 
our congregation reflects a community committed to deep inquiry and inclusive wisdom. 
Educational leadership during the Chadash transition, innovative teen collaborations, and new 
approaches to Hebrew instruction further ensure that Jewish learning remains vibrant across the 
generations. 
 
Together, these activities affirm Temple Israel’s commitment to being a sacred, connected, and 
intellectually engaged community, rooted in the core purposes of Jewish congregational life and 
responsive to the evolving needs of today’s Jewish families. 
 
This year included a number of significant celebrations for our congregation’s youngest members 
– 5 consecration students, 6 confirmation students, 3 b’nai mitzvah. We also launched a new 
youth group collaboration with Temple Israel in Akron. 
 
I share a monthly update of activities with our board and will be happy to provide those to any 
member upon request. 
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CHADASH REPORT 
Submitted by Rabbi David Komerofsky 

  
The 2024–2025 school year saw several significant changes in the Chadash program. Temple 

Israel assumed full responsibility for Chadash’s administration, finances, and governance. This 

transition ensured continuity and inclusivity, welcoming all Jewish children in our community. We 

experimented with a new Hebrew curriculum in partnership with the Atlanta Hebrew Connection, 

attempting to address the realities of our class sizes, student learning needs, and the realities of 

post-pandemic instruction. We continue to learn from the experience and will offer both that option 

and in-person instruction after Sunday school this coming year. Rabbi David Komerofsky stepped 

in as interim director in January, and we have hired Bobi Berringer as the new Chadash 

Coordinator as of May 1, 2025. Chris Berringer and Des Koppel helped with our weekly Havdalah, 

and our faculty led the full array of holiday and educational programs. 

The 2024-2025 classes and teachers were: 
 

• Torah Tots – Bobi Berringer (7 students) 

• K-2 Grades – Linda Poole (8 students) 

• 3-5 Grades – Ari Koppel (8 students) 

• 6-8 Grades – Rabbi John Spitzer (7 students) 

• Confirmation – Rabbi David Komerofsky (6 students) 

We have revised the Chadash operations and expenses to ensure that they are fully aligned with 

our mission, and responsibly use our available resources. 

 

SISTERHOOD ANNUAL REPORT 
Submitted by Leanne Lehn, Temple Israel Sisterhood President 

  
As Temple Sisterhood President, I am pleased to report our membership is healthy and 
supportive. I would like to thank the following people for their time to make the Sisterhood run 
smoothly and for its success: Hannah Jolly - Treasurer, Alyssa Glass-Taylor - Vice President and 
Secretary, Eileen Saltarelli -Correspondence, Diana Collum and Barb Spera - Caring Sisters, Terri 
Barat- Gift Shop, Bobi Berringer - Holiday Care Packages and Membership, Sue Shafer - 
Templegrams 
 
Our goal is to support the Temple Israel family through our activities and programs. Our gift shop 
provides Judaica items, Templegrams for the simchas which are occurring in our community, 
Rosh Hashanah packages to those congregants who have young adults in college and cakes to 
those families who have experienced the loss of a loved one. We hope that our programs 
encourage personal growth and interaction, Jewish involvement, feelings of community and 
building relationships, teamwork and promoting friendships, strengthening our faith and learning 
its precepts as well as establishing and maintaining a meaningful Jewish lifestyle. 
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• We provide financial support to Chadash through our biggest fundraiser of the year. We 

collected money for the Fall Donor and had a fun night event playing Bingo as a community. 

We are grateful for your support and continuous generosity. We raised $8,000.  

• We co-sponsored 2 speakers this past year which had a great turnout. Prof.  Dean Carro 

spoke of the Constitution Articles and the movie “Sing Sing” with a guest speaker brought 

our community together to learn.  

• Sisterhood’s Women’s Seder was held in April and was a huge success with over 100 

people attending. A huge thank you goes out to Eileen Saltarelli, Bobi Berringer, and 

Shoshanah Inwood, and other Sisterhood volunteers for preparing and organizing a very 

meaningful and memorable Seder. 

• In April, 12 Sisterhood members prepared a seder meal lead by Rabbi Komerofsky and 

Rabbi Spitzer for a group of inmates at Mansfield Correction Institute (MANCI). The meal 

was delicious and the prisoners find meaning in the message of freedom at the heart the 

seder. 

• In May, Sisterhood led a Shabbat Service with a special Oneg after services.  We had 14 

sisterhood members lead the service and had other members enjoy the service with 

the congregation. Thank you to Anita Porter and Joan Ortman for creating a beautiful 

service. 

This year’s Sunday monthly meetings enhance and provided our Sisterhood community with 
friendship and service, in addition we did the following: we started to use Zelle for online 
payments, we had themed meetings (Tikkun Olam in our Community, Tu Bishvat Seder, Jewish 
Self Care), we gave out camp scholarships, and continuous support of the Social Action 
Committee.  
 
Please consult the Temple Bulletin, Temple Tidbits and look in your in-box for information about 
future meeting dates and times as well as events.  
 

BROTHERHOOD ANNUAL REPORT 
Submitted by Todd Kotler, Temple Israel Brotherhood Immediate Past President 

 
The Brotherhood is pleased to report that we had another terrific year..  We co-sponsored several 
events with the Sisterhood, including two presentations on Constitutional Law topics ranging from 
how the U.S. Supreme Court takes on cases and the tension between 1st Amendment Free 
Expression and Hate Speech Crimes, by University of Akron, School of Law Professor Emeritus 
J. Dean Caro and Temple member Todd Kotler.  The pair are teaming up again this September 
to present on Religious Liberty this September.  
 
This year's Reverse Raffle was another success.  Again, Dr. Paul Garfinkle and Paul Hervey put 
together a fun evening featuring entertainment from the Klezmer band, Yiddishe Cup.   We will 
have a net income of over $6,500, which is better than last year.    Also, this year Dr. Jason Parker 
was elected as our new President.  He was installed last month.  We wish him the very 
best. Personally, I would be remiss if I did not state that it has been an honor serving as 
Brotherhood's President.  I am grateful for the privilege. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 

SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE REPORT 
Submitted by Judy Tenenbaum, Chair 

  

The Social Action Committee shall undertake and promote opportunities founded on the Jewish 
principle of Tikkun Olam, Repairing the World.  They plan activities to carry out the mitzvot and 
charitable actions that assist those in need in our communities. 
 
Month of Giving Social Action Group 
Joan Ortman, Paulette Karelitz, and Anita Porter 
 
The Month of Giving is a very active part of the Social Action Committee of Temple Israel.  We 
collect items and donations three times a year for chosen local non-profit organizations.  We will 
go to the charities we are supporting to see them in action and talk one-on-one about their needs.  
Everyone is always extremely appreciative of our donations. 
 
July/August - School Supplies for Harter Elementary School in the Canton City School District.  
They have grades Pre-K through 3rd. 
 
February - The Margaret B. Shipley Child Health Clinic. This non-profit clinic provides free sick, 
well care, and mental health services to uninsured and underinsured children. While based in 
Canton, they serve children from 53 unique zip codes. 
 
May - Children’s Network of Stark County-Child Advocacy Center 
Founded in 1987, Children’s Network is a community partnership working in one location to 
support children and their families cope with Sexual Abuse, Severe Physical Abuse, Human 
Trafficking and Exposure to Violence. Their Vision Statement is to promote overall health, 
protection and well-being for children in our community. 
 
Akron Canton Regional Foodbank 
Judy Tenenbaum 
 
Started in February, 2024, Temple Israel is volunteering at the Akron Canton Foodbank four times 
a year.  The volunteers help process and pack food donations. The packed boxes are distributed 
to Food Pantries across eight counties in northeast Ohio to help feed our neighbors in need. They 
also help pack Senior boxes that are distributed in the Canton area.  We had 4 volunteer dates, 
August 15, 2024, November 7, 2024, February 18, 2025, and May 22, 2025.   
 
In 2024, we had 23 volunteers provide 82 hours and 14 minutes of volunteer service and in 2025 
(to date), 16 volunteers have provided 47 hours and 10 minutes of volunteer service, for a total of 
129 hours 24 minutes of volunteer service since starting this project. 
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Urban Ark Dinners 
Diana Collum 
 
Temple Israel has been providing meals to the poverty sector through Urban Ark three or four 
times a year for more than a quarter of a century. While the population and number of recipients 
have fluctuated over the years, those who attend or are brought meals by others, truly 
appreciate our caring and generosity. This year we have celebrated Christmas, Easter, and 
soon summertime with a picnic dinner at First Lutheran Church. Our Temple volunteers bring 
baked goods, decorate the tables and help prepare/serve a lovely meal. Thank you to all who 
reach out to others through this community service. You make a difference in people’s lives. 
 
Family Living Center in Massillon 
Joan Ortman 
 
Family Living Center is a non-profit homeless shelter for women and families.  It is part of the 
Comm Quest umbrella.  They offer a wide range of services that allow families to acquire 
emotional and economic independence.  Temple Israel has sponsored room #317 as part of their 
“Adopt-a-Room” program for 7 years.  We continue our support by providing $400 worth of Sarta 
Bus passes for their client use. 
 
Thanksgiving Baskets Downtown 
Paulette Karelitz and Rabbi David Komerofsky 
 
In November 2024, this project distributed 1120 turkeys and grocery vouchers from Stark Fresh.  
With the help of St. Paul’s, Christ Presbyterian and other faith groups, we were able to provide 
those in need with a Thanksgiving meal. Thank you to all who made donations through Temple 
and at the Interfaith Thanksgiving Service at First Lutheran Church. 
 
Habitat for Humanity 
Mark Atleson and Rabbi John Spitzer 
 
In 2024, Temple Israel participated with Habitat for Humanity's Faith Build for construction of 3 
homes.  We also did trim work for other homes. Habitat assisted the Temple assemble the outdoor 
sukkah and decorate it.  We also volunteer in the warehouse repairing donated items and 
assembling items for the houses as needed. 
 
Interfaith Gan Bracha Garden 
Stan Rosenblatt 
 
The twelve raised beds have all been planted. Some beds had to be replanted due to the 
excessive precipitation we have had in May prohibiting the germination of seed. Over 
approximately 18 weeks the vegetable beds will be tended to by an estimated 23 volunteers; 
coming from Temple Israel and New Vision Church. Harvesting of vegetables/herbs is usually 
done on Tuesdays and transported directly to the food bank at 603 Shorb Ave. NW, operated by 
Crossroads Methodist Church in Canton. At this time in May only cilantro has been harvested and 
donated. There is always a need for additional folks to come forward and volunteer their time. 
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SOCIAL JUSTICE ALLIANCE REPORT 
Submitted by Judy Tenenbaum, Chair 

 

The purpose of the Social Justice Alliance is to address and support social justice issues that are 

important to us as Reform Jews. 
 

Preventing Gun Violence 
Rabbi John Spitzer 
 

During this 2024–2025-year, Temple Israel has continued a collaborative leadership role on the 
issue of addressing gun violence. Working closely with Pax Christi (the Catholic Social Justice 
organization) and with Catholic, Muslim, Presbyterian, Methodist, Church of God and Baptist 
congregations, we are transforming the Stark County Coalition for the Prevention of Gun Violence 
into the Interfaith Coalition of Stark County. Rabbi Spitzer serves as vice-chair of the interim board 
which frequently meets in the Beit Ha’Am library. In addition to helping to write bylaws for this 
broad reaching and inclusive interfaith organization we continue to support Project Silhouette 
which has placed over fifty gun signs in Stark, Summit, Tuscarawas, Summit and Cuyahoga 
counties as well as signs in Michigan and Indiana. If you are interested in maintaining one of these 
yard signs for your home or business, please contact Rabbi Spitzer. We are active supporters 
and planners of the Wear Orange campaign which calls attention to gun violence. Temple Israel 
was active in planning, supporting and participating in the community gathering on June th at the 
Centennial Plaza Social Garden in Downtown Canton. The Orange Stole is growing as a symbol 
of an interfaith language which brings our community together in common cause. We continue to 
develop programs and merchandise to educate and energize the interfaith community. John 
Spera has developed a Gun Safety Workshop in conjunction with the Canton City Police 
Department to familiarize the public with proper handling and storage of firearms. We continue to 
grow the interfaith dialogue to empower multiple congregations working together for collective 
action to bring Justice and Peace. 
 

Project Ezzz’s 
Rabbi John Spitzer 
w 

In response to a need for beds for students in Alliance Schools, The Lee Karelitz Philanthropic 
Endowment and the Rabbi John Spitzer Social Justice Endowment, with additional financial 
support of the Temple Israel Sisterhood purchased complete bed sets, delivered and assembled 
them for several families whose children had no proper place to sleep. We’re grateful to the 
Karelitz Philanthropic Endowment, and to members of the Men’s Torah Study Group for making 
this project happen. 

 
Every Voice, Every Vote Campaign 
Debbie Sinopoli 
 
Temple Israel participated with the Reform Movement's Religious Action Center in the Every 
Voice, Every Vote postcard campaign. This year the focus was on the Citizens Not Politicians 
amendment.  It was for Ohio fair maps to ensure that citizens are not disenfranchised through 
gerrymandering.  We held a Postcard Writing Party on Thursday, September 12.  In addition to 
the Postcard party, many individuals completed the postcards at home and we were able to mail 
out 510 Postcards! 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT 
Submitted by Denise Nielsen, Membership Committee 

  

Temple membership stands at 247 member households for a total of 378 people. Since our last 

annual meeting, 11 new families have joined temple for a total of 19 new members. 6 families 

resigned for a total of 10 people. No memberships were revoked, however, unfortunately 8 

members have died since the last meeting. 

  

SAFETY AND SECURITY COMMITTEE REPORT 
Submitted by Shelley Jurkiewicz, Chair 

 
The Temple Israel Safety and Security Committee met as needed to tour the Chadash wing of 
Beit Ha’am, review a draft safety and security plan for facility operations and learn about current 
grant opportunities.  Past work of the committee has been to ensure first aid kits, AED and choking 
evacuators were purchased and placed in the facility and facilitate AED and Stop the Bleed 
training for the general membership and Chadash faculty and provide Usher/Greeter training for 
the High Holidays.   Training workshops will be repeated this summer.  Special thanks goes out 
to the members of the Temple Israel Safety and Security Committee, John Spera, Stan 
Rosenblatt, Mark Taylor, David Herbert and Rabbi Komerofsky. 

 

CEMETERY REPORT 
Submitted by Barbara Spera & Betty Smith, Co-chairs 

  
We have nine Temple members who have passed away from July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025.   

Seven Temple members were buried in our section of North Lawn and two Temple members were 

buried elsewhere. We had two non-Temple members who were buried in our section of North 

Lawn.  We sold 2 cemetery lots. 

 

NOMINATING COMMITEE REPORT 
Submitted by Mary Jo Lockshin, Chair 

  
Members of the Nominating Committee this year were Mary Jo Lockshin (chairperson), Debbie 

Guilliams, David Roberts, (board members) Sharon Dougherty, Barbara Ferne, Peggy Stabholz 

and Melissa Woofter (non-board members).  

 

The committee put forward one name for a new member to succeed one retiring board member. 

The committee nominated Dr. Shoshanah Inwood for a three-year term. 
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ENDOWMENTS AND FUNDS AT TEMPLE ISRAEL 
 
Endowments (three types): 

 
1) Special Purpose Endowment: 
Minimum to establish: $10,000 
Minimum future contribution: $18 
Purpose: Determined by donor with vote of Temple Board required to accept gift for 

designated purpose  
Restrictions: Whatever is agreed upon by donor and board at the time that the gift is 

accepted 
  
2) Donor Election Endowment: 
Minimum to establish: $4,000 
Minimum future contribution: $18 
Purpose: Donor chooses from one of 6 board-designated categories or unrestricted: 

 
Administration 
Leadership Development 
Music 
Programming 

Religious School 
Youth 
Unrestricted Purpose 

Restriction: Used for the purpose designated as a means to relieve the pressure on the 
operating budget 

  
3) General Endowment: 
Minimum to establish: $1,000 
Minimum future contribution: $18 
Purpose: General Operating 
Restriction: Board directed; no special purpose designation permitted 

  
Funds: 
       

Bezalel Society for Capital Improvements 
Minimum to join: $7500 
Minimum future contribution: $10 
Purpose: Maintaining and improving the Temple building and grounds, furnishings, 

fixtures, and decorating.  Individual gifts and monies from the Beautification Fund, 
Capital Improvement Fund, Foundation Fund and ORFMAC Fund were merged to 
form this restrictive Fund.   

Restrictions: As noted in the purpose 
  

 Temple Established by the Temple Board (including an initial amount to fund same) 
Minimum contribution: $10 
Purpose: Board designated 
Restriction: Purpose designated by the Board 
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TEMPLE ISRAEL ENDOWMENTS 

  
GENERAL ENDOWMENTS: $1,000 minimum gift to establish; $18 minimum additional 
contribution 
  

o Helene and Leon Albert Family 

Endowment 

o William Altman Trust Endowment 

o Art Family Endowment  

o Alan B. and Estelle Wilkof Blau 

Endowment 

o Judith Elsa Blau Endowment 

o Maxine Bloom Education Endowment 

o Sadye and Ann Bobrof Endowment 

o Dr. Isadore Browarsky Endowment  

o Dr. Theodore Burstein Endowment 

o Diamond Family Endowment  

o Gertrude Soule Drebin Endowment  

o Ben and Ruth Dreyer Endowment  

o Samuel J. and DeEtte R. Dreyer 

Endowment 

o Stanley and Jeri Eigner Endowment 

o Martin & Marilyn Evenchik Endowment 

o Samuel and Tillie Feiman Memorial 

Endowment 

o David A. Fettman Endowment 

o Dr. Jerome Fladen Memorial 

Endowment 

o Louis J. and Betty H. Friedman Family 

Endowment 

o Harry Gordon Endowment 

o Fanny and David Green Endowment  

o William B. Harmon and Lottie C. 

Harmon Endowment  

o Ralph and Ruth Heller Endowment 

o Richard L. Henning Endowment 

o Florence and Milton Hirschheimer 

Memorial Endowment 

o Reuben F. Jacobson Endowment   

o Richard Jacobson Memorial 

Endowment 

o Rabbi Charles and Sylvia Latz 

Endowment 

o Arthur and Dorothy Lavin Endowment  

o Carl and Audrey Lavin Endowment  

o Celia and William L. Lavin Endowment 

o Leb Family Endowment 

o Dr. Joseph J. and Bess S. Leven 

Endowment  

o Abraham E. and Mina Levie 

Endowment 

o Miriam and David Livingston 

Endowment 

o Joseph M. and Hilda I. Love 

Endowment   

o Herbert and Edith Marks Foundation 

Endowment 

o Louis R. and Minna S. Myers Family 

Endowment  

o Narens Family Endowment  

o Ruth L. Nupuf Endowment 

o Naomi and John Rapport Family 

Endowment  

o Frances Rosenblum Endowment 

o Caesar and Kaete Saul Endowment  

o Janet and Edward Schuman Family 

Endowment  

o Frances and Samuel Shapiro 

Endowment  

o Sirak Family Endowment  

o Malvina Spitzer Endowment  

o Stein Family Endowment  

o Samuel J. and Minna Adolph Stone 

Endowment  

o Temple Israel General Endowment 

o Charles Wolk Endowment 

o Zellinger Family Endowment 

o Alfred Ziff Endowment 
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DONOR ELECTION ENDOWMENTS: $4,000 minimum gift to establish; $18 minimum 
additional contribution 
  

A.  Religious School Endowments: 

o Rosalind and Benjamin Bagan Religious School   

o Gertrude and Harold Drebin Religious School Education  

o Lipson-Henkin Family Education  

o Lockshin-Goldenfeld Religious School  

o Dr. Samuel and Esther Winston  

  

B.  Music Endowments: 

o Gwen Corbitt  

o Rabbi Paul and Dorothy Gorin Shabbat Music   

  

C. Lay Leadership Development Endowments: 

o Simon Tamny Youth Leadership Development  

o Ernest and Gusta Valentine Leadership Development  

  

D. Programming Endowments: 

o Marcia Berke Festival  

o Eldy S. Gross Jr. and Nathan and Ida Ross Mazon 

o Arlene Knell Memorial Program  

  

E. Youth Endowment: 

o Robert and Shelley Schweitzer Temple Youth Group  

  

F. Administrative Services Endowments: 

o Robert and Roberta Cohen Roberta’s Network   

o Jacob and Blema Finesman Family  

  

G. Other Endowments: 

o J. Edward & Janet S. Diamond Senior Enhancement  

o Sheldon Fantle  

o Frank and Barbara Fleischer Caring Committee  

o Marty & Dottie Jacobson  

o Frank and Saragale Weinstock  
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SPECIAL PURPOSE ENDOWMENTS: $10,000 minimum gift to establish; $18 minimum 
additional gift 
  
A. Special Purpose Endowments for Religious School Education 

o Miriam (Mimi) S. Cohen Religious School Scholarship Endowment 

o Cecilia Rosenblum Gross Religious School Scholarship Endowment 

o Sylvia S. Levie Religious Education Endowment 

o Bilha Ron Religious School Endowment 

  
B. Special Purpose Endowments for Youth  

o Elisabeth Bertman Memorial Youth Endowment 

o Denise G. Luntz Jewish Futures Award 

  
C. Special Purpose Endowments for Supplemental Funds for Rabbi 

o The Livingston, Lottman and Narens Temple Israel Rabbinic Chair Endowment 

  
D. Special Purpose Endowments for Temple Israel Programming 

o Atleson/Laden Family Community Engagement Endowment 

o Blanche K. Feiman Kallah Endowment 

o Janet Fisher Liturgical Arts Endowment 

o Paul and Mary Heller Endowment 

o Gladys and Sanford S. Lazarus Memorial Endowment for the Arts 

o Manheim Family Endowment 

o Anne and Harry Mestel Endowment 

o Edith and Maurice Kline Foundation for Senior Programming 

  
E. Funds to assist the Temple Budget 
o Fannie Pinkus Brack and Otto E. Brack Endowment 

 

F. Funds for Alliance Jewish Cemetery 
 
G. Overage for Temple Budget 

o Harry and Mollie E. Cohen Special Purpose Endowment 

o Erlanger Family Temple Yearbook Endowment 

o Donald and Mildred Stein High Holidays Endowment 

o Milton Lottman Community Involvement Endowment 

o Martha & Milton Lottman Endowment 

o Sandra Miller Endowment 

o Vaisler-Barat Gemilut Chesed Fund 

o Temple Israel Sisterhood Special Purpose Endowment 

o Temple Israel Brotherhood Special Purpose Endowment 

o Rabbi John H. Spitzer Endowment for Social Justice  
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THE BEZALEL SOCIETY FUND FOR CAPITAL NEEDS was established as a Temple Israel 
Restricted Fund for the purpose of maintaining and improving the Temple building and 
grounds. Monies from the Beautification Fund, Capital Improvement Fund, Foundation Fund 
and ORFMAC Fund were merged together to form this restricted fund.  Members of the 
Society make a minimum donation of $7,500 to be listed in the society.  Additional 
contributions may be made to the fund for a minimum of $10.00.   

 

BEZALEL SOCIETY MEMBERS:     

Gwen Corbitt | Florence Emerman | Eric and Susan Grossman | Leonard Laden 
  

 

 

OTHER TEMPLE ISRAEL RESTRICTED FUNDS:  Contributions can be made to Temple 
Israel Restricted Funds for happy occasions, for the recovery of a person who has been ill, or 
in memory or appreciation of someone. Contributions are a minimum of $10.00.  The funds 
included in this list are: 

   

o Bilha Ron Religious School Enrichment Fund 

o Cemetery Fund 

o Community Relations Fund 

o Fine Arts Fund 

o Floral Fund 

o Kiddush Fund  

o Hunger Relief Fund 

o Memorial Board Recognition Fund 

o Memorial Prayer Book Fund; $20 minimum gift 

o Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

  

 

Endowments and funds have been established over the years to support a need within the 

congregation.  

We appreciate all who have established or contributed to Temple Endowments and Funds. 

For information on how to establish an endowment, please contact the Temple office at 330-

455-5197 or office@templeisraelcanton.org, or contact the Temple president. 
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TEMPLE ISRAEL GUIDING PRINCIPLES AND MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Statement of Guiding Principles 
  

Temple Israel brings its rich history to Canton's Jewish community as a driving force for social 
and spiritual connections. It is a family that creates a Reform Jewish home that nourishes the 
soul, inspires the mind, and engages the hands. 
  

Temple Israel Mission Statement 
  

This congregation shall be known as Temple Israel and is founded to perpetuate the heritage 
of the Jewish people. Temple Israel of Canton, Ohio is a synagogue which fulfills the three 
classic functions as a House of Prayer (Beit T’fillah), a House of Study (Beit Sefer) and a House 
of Gathering (Beit Knesset). Temple Israel, as a member of the Union for Reform Judaism 
(URJ), shall provide for its members and their children a liberal interpretation of Judaism, and 
shall give them the opportunity of living Jewish life creatively by encouraging them to confront 
tradition and make choices and to create new modes of Jewish expression. Temple Israel shall 
foster the application of the principles of liberal Judaism to personal conduct, family life, and 
society. 
  

Personal Conduct 
Meaning to: a) promote a sense of identity with and commitment to the Jewish people and to 
the State of Israel, b) promote high standards of personal morality and ethical conduct, c) 
empower the individual as a co-worker with God and to d) promote personal piety. 
  

Family Life 
Meaning to: a) promote education of children and adults for Jewish growth, b) promote the 
celebration of life cycle and passage events Jewishly, and c) promote living with the rhythm of 
the Jewish calendar. 
  

Society 
Meaning to: a) promote involvement with and support of the Jewish community locally, 
nationally and internationally, b) actively work for a Godly society of Righteousness and Justice 
with Compassion and c) be good custodians of God’s creation. 
  

 
Temple Israel 

432 - 30th Street NW 
Canton, Ohio 44709 

  
Phone: 330-455-5197 

Fax: 330-455-5268 
  

office@templeisraelcanton.org  
www.templeisraelcanton.org 

  

mailto:office@templeisraelcanton.org
http://www.templeisraelcanton.org/

